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Introduction

Following the closure of several railway lines over the last 40 years, as well as the reduction in service at several station s throughout the 

country, railway buildings and around a hundred stations were closed, which led to their degradation and abandonment.

These are historic buildings that characterize Portuguese railway architecture throughout its expansion, consisting of modula r constructions 

and unique construction details , which for decades were fundamental to the urban and social development of regions, cities, towns and 

other places in Portugal.



Development

In recent years, it has been possible to develop programs, projects, and rehabilitate historic buildings, aiming at giv ing them new uses, but 

always with the goal of preserving the heritage. This cooperation has been intensified through partnerships with municipaliti es, business 

owners, academia, and various entities, resulting in projects and construction projects that enhance the history and heritage of railway 

buildings.



Concept

The main concept that we try to develop with our partners in 

rehabilitation projects is based on the premise, as far as possible, of 

maintaining the building's constructive structure, preferably maintaining 

its volumetric and functional configurations, adapted to new uses and 

functions, recovering and rehabilitating the existing constructive 

aspects and finishes, to ensure the historical continuity of the stations, 

covered platforms and other railway buildings.
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01. Vale do Tua Station

Tua Valley Interpretation Centre 

Architects: Rosmaninho+Azevedo  Arquitectos

Construction  Owner : ADVRT/EDP/Carrazeda de Ansiães City  Council

Partnership : ADVRT / EDP / Carrazeda de Ansiães City  Council  / IP / IP Património



01. Vale do Tua Station

The basic concept of the intervention "...in the Foz Tua railway station warehouses, focuses on the recovery and reuse of existing buildings and their constituent ele ments of significant value, ..." as 

well as encouraging "...the use of traditional materials and their techniques, combined with the application of new materials that harmoniously f it with the previous ones .ò 

At Goods Shed, where the project involves adaptation and preservation, "...the proposal aims at restoring the entire structure, without affecting the authenticity of the existing building and the 

'spirit' of the place, through the adoption of an intervention philosophy that preserves and enhances the preexisting element s, seeking an appropriate articulation between the new and the 

existing.ò Regarding òé the north warehouse, the language of the contemporary intervention seeks to stabilize the existing built context, using strong materiality and an identifiable geometry in 

its relationship with the environment... " employing construction elements that recreate and recover the language used in other railway buildings, characteristic of industrial co nstruction, namely 

the zinc sheet cladding.
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01. Vale do Tua Station

Details

The first image shows a detail of the construction, finishing, and color tests on the facade 

cladding of the Goods Shed, composed of wood planks and finishing bits. The second image 

shows the same facade in the foreground, with the zinc-clad ed warehouse in contrast.



02. Mirandela Station

Railway station , Railway Museum, Mirandela Museum, Multi -functional and Learning spaces, Office areas

Architect: Nuno Sousa (AMTQT )

Construction  Owner : Mirandela City  Council

Partnership : Mirandela City  Council /AMTQT/IP/IP Património



02. Mirandela Station

In this project, the main objective was the òé rehabilitation and conservation of a historically significant building, characterized by an architectural language that evolv ed over an extended 

period of time , during which it was adapted to accommodate various functions, while maintaining its original purpose ñ a Railway Station intende d to serve the population of Mirandela and to 

promote economic development and accessibility within a geographically remote region .ó

All of this was carried out with the aim of redeveloping the building and its surroundings so that, in the future, it may òé once again welcome the train, serving both daily and tourist mobility along 

the Tua Line, and, in connection with this component, it is proposed to create a cultural space dedicated to the Tua Line, it s impact on the people of Mirandela , and on the region as a whole.ó



02. Mirandela Station

From a construction standpoint, òthe new interventions consisted of requalification works, replacing existing elements where 

these we re deteriorated, or where the new function of the space require d modification .ó Contemporary materials and 

construction techniques were adopted. However, òrestoration techniques we re also foreseen for the recovery of interior ceilings 

and walls, among other details, materials, and construction solutions of historical and architectural relevance. ó



02. Mirandela Station

Details

Wall in wooden structure and partition with lime mortar coating. The structure consists of a 

wooden grid, with laths over planks, over which a slatted structure is nailed. The filling is made 

with mortar and/or gravel, and possibly natural fibers such as straw. The entire structure is 

coated with lime mortar on both sides.

Facade coating tests with lime mortar and final finish.


